How to Modify, Create and Delete
Table Entries from SE16

Applies to
This article applies to all SAP ABAP based products; however the examples and screen shots are derived
from ECC 6.0 system. For more information, visit the ABAP homepage.

Summary
This article explains how to modify, create and delete table entries when a table is not maintained through
transaction SM30. In this case you can use transaction SE16 and the Debugger tool.
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Introduction
Have you ever been in a situation where you need a configuration flag to be set (or unset) but you don’t
know the transaction to configure it? Or in the middle of a test and you need some more data with particular
conditions and the process to create this data is very long and tedious?
If you answer yes to any (or both) of these questions then this How-to article will probably turn out to be
useful for you. If the tables where this data is stored are not maintained through SM30, this article will show
you a series of techniques to modify, create and delete table entries using transaction SE16 (SE11 can also
be used).
In order to use these techniques, assumption is made that debugging is enabled on your system and your
SAP user has the right authorizations to change variables during debugging.
Note: Please bear in mind that these techniques are quite powerful in the sense that they allow you to change pretty
much any configuration or data on your SAP system. You should always make sure that your data integrity is not
affected when modifying, creating or deleting entries from tables and you should never use these methods in a
Production system. These techniques can save you a lot of time but use them carefully.
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How to Modify Table Entries using Transaction SE16
This section describes the steps to modify an entry from a table. An example scenario and approach are also
provided in order to illustrate a situation where you might need to do this.
Scenario
You’re currently testing the archiving functionality for IDocs but there is no IDoc that complies with the
residence period criteria (IDoc has been created X years ago).
Approach
In this situation, an option is to edit the creation date for an IDoc in order to make it X years old and hence
eligible to be archived (as it will be “old enough”).
Steps in SE16
1. Go to transaction SE16 (SE11 is also valid).
2. In the table name field enter the table (in this example is EDIDC).

3. Select an IDoc that you’d like to modify and double-click on it to access its Display screen. Below
you can see an image where the field that we want to change is highlighted.

SAP COMMUNITY NETWORK
© 2011 SAP AG

SDN - sdn.sap.com | BPX - bpx.sap.com | BOC - boc.sap.com | UAC - uac.sap.com
4

How to Modify, Create and Delete Table Entries from SE16

4. Write /h in the Command field and press return on your keyboard.

5. Press return again to go into debug mode, select the variable with id “code” and modify its value to
be “EDIT”.

6. Press F8 to complete execution and modify the contents of the selected entry.
7. Edit value for the fields that you want to modify, in this case just “Created on” and click on Save.

8. You have successfully modified a field in a table (in this example EDIDC).
Tip: You can select several entries on the Data Browser screen and modify them with only one execution of the
debugger tool to modify the value of “code” variable.
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Selecting several entries from the Data Browser screen:

After modifying the values of a single entry, click on “Save” and then “Next entry”:
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How to Create Table Entries using Transaction SE16
This section describes the steps to create a new entry in a table. An example scenario and approach are
also provided in order to illustrate a situation where you might need to do this.
Scenario
You are testing a process that requires meter reads with actual consumption over 500. The actions to create
new meter reads require a lot of time but you know the custom table where meter reads are stored.
Approach
In this situation, an option is to create a new entry in this custom (Z) table with value for actual consumption
over 500.
Steps in SE16
1. Go to transaction SE16 (SE11 is also valid).
2. In the table name field enter the table (in this example your Z custom table).
3. Select any entry (ideally you’d like to select an entry whose content you can reuse for the new one)
and double click on it to access its Display screen.
4. Write /h in the Command field and press return on your keyboard.
5. Press return again to go into debug mode, select the variable with id “code” and modify its value to
be “INSR”.

6. Press F8 to complete execution and create a new entry based on the values of the entry that you
were displaying.
7. You now need to be careful and make sure that you’re respecting integrity rules for the table (i.e. not
duplication of primary or unique keys, in this example “Int. MR doc. ID”). Provide a new value for
these fields and also make actual consumption bigger than 500 (which is the purpose of this
example). Once you have completed your changes click on save.
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8. You have successfully created a new entry on this custom table.
Note: Using these steps you can only create one entry each time.

How to Delete Table Entries using Transaction SE16
This section describes the steps to delete an entry from a table. An example scenario and approach are also
provided in order to illustrate a situation where you might need to do this.
Scenario
A process incorrectly configured has created some wrong data and you’d like to delete it as it’ll probably
affect your tests.
Approach
In this situation, an option is to delete this data directly from the table where it’s stored (in this example a
custom table)
Steps in SE16
1. Go to transaction SE16 (SE11 is also valid).
2. In the table name field enter the table (in this example your Z custom table).
3. Select the entry containing the wrong data and double click on it to access its Display screen.
4. Write /h in the Command field and press return on your keyboard.
5. Press return again to go into debug mode, select the variable with id “code” and modify its value to
be “DELE”.
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6. Press F8 to complete execution and proceed to delete the entry that you selected.
7. Confirm that you want to delete this entry by clicking on “Delete Entry”.

8. You have now successfully deleted this entry from the custom table.
Note: You can select several entries on the Data Browser screen and delete them with only one execution of the
debugger tool to modify the value of “code” variable.

Selecting several entries from the Data Browser screen:
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Click on “Delete Entry” and then “Next entry”:
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Related Content
ABAP Debugger
SAP Tables for Technical Consultants
For more information, visit the ABAP Homepage
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Disclaimer and Liability Notice
This document may discuss sample coding or other information that does not include SAP official interfaces and therefore is not
supported by SAP. Changes made based on this information are not supported and can be overwritten during an upgrade.
SAP will not be held liable for any damages caused by using or misusing the information, code or methods suggested in this document,
and anyone using these methods does so at his/her own risk.
SAP offers no guarantees and assumes no responsibility or liability of any type with respect to the content of this technical article or
code sample, including any liability resulting from incompatibility between the content within this document and the materials and
services offered by SAP. You agree that you will not hold, or seek to hold, SAP responsible or liable with respect to the content of this
document.
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